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Research Complied for the 
Painting of the 

USS Arizona Model



Questions
• What color were the ships?

• Why do some of the turret tops 
appear to be a different color than 
the rest of the ship?



Obstacles to Overcome

1. Color Photography

2.  Arizona’s Records



Route Slip – Dated March 28, 1944





Document 1b





US Navy Camouflage 
1941

• Ships – 2 Ship Camouflage Instructions
January, 1941





USS Arizona  August 11, 1941



October 13, 1941



July 30, 1941 Documentation



S19(SU) 
   (45) 

CONFIDENTIAL August 22, 1941 
From: Commandant, Nayy Yard, Mare Island  
To: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. ARIZ0NA 
  
SUBJECT: Low-visibility gray paints—Change in manufacturing 

formula  
  
References:    (a) USS ARIZONA Reqn. 138-42 dated Aug. 13, 1941 

(b) BuShips conf. ltr S19-7(341) dated July 30, 1941 

         1.    Reference (b) directs that this Navy Yard cease 
the manufacture of dark gray paint, formula 5-D; tinting 
Material, formula 5-TM, required to produce light gray, formula 
5-L or ocean gray, formula 5-O; to continue the manufacture and 
issue of white untinted base, formula 5-U in five-gallon buckets 
and one-gallon pails; also to manufacture and issue blue-black 
composite paste in one-pint, quart and gallon containers, 
designated as formula 5-TM. 

         2.    In view of the above, the items of paint required 
under reference (a) will be considered cancelled. A requisition 
should be submitted for a sufficient quantity of white untinted 
base, formula 5-U, together with tinting paste, formula 5-TM, to 
produce the desired amounts of haze-gray, ocean-gray and sea-
blue as per the following formula: 

To obtain haze-gray, add 2 Pts. 5-TM to 5 Gals. 5-U. 
To obtain ocean-gray, add 5 Pts. 5-TM to 5 Gals. 5-U. 
To obtain sea-blue, add 10 Pts. 5-TM to 5 Gals. 5-U. 

W L FRIEDELL 

  

A J MARSHALL 
By direction 

 



Ship Camouflage 
Instructions

September, 1941









USS Enterprise



Photo of fresh Mare Island manufactured 5-D on a portion 
of CV-6's mast that fractured out May 24, 1941 right after 

she was painted into Ms1.
This portion is set against S&S chip 5-S Sea Blue C.



Arizona’s Drydocking 













Some additional research 
has surfaced since my 

initial investigation which 
has helped to clarify some 
of the mysteries but also 
created some new ones 





Turret Tops





USS Arizona BB-39



USS Pennsylvania BB-38



USS Maryland BB-46



USS West Virginia BB- 48 & 
USS Tennessee BB- 43



USS California  BB- 44



USS Nevada  BB-36



Turret Tops 

USS Arizona



USS Arizona  
During the Attack



USS Arizona BB-39
After the attack












