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Some tips from members of the crew
SOME PLANKING TIPS, by HENRY BRIDENRECKER

1. Determine the size of dowels needed - the smaller the better - at 1/4"
soale I use a #69 dowel, and a €8 drill. Mske plenty of them!

2, Fastenings - one dowel for ovlanks 8" wide or less. Flanks 9" to 11"

, wide use two at every other rib and one between., Plarks 11" or rore
wide use two at each rib. 1 use two dowels at each rib for 9" rlanks
for secure fastenings. (Davis savs four dowels et esch rib, but at
1/@“ scale it cen beoome verv crowded so make vour own chtoice). Th2
%69 dowel is ledés than 1/32" which is at 1/4" scale just sligktl: ~ore
than one inch in diameter, and still has strenrth.

3. Decide on the size and the number of vlanks neaded between ths bottom
of the wale and the ke2l1 rabbet. MNeasura this distence at midskio with
e paper strip pleced on the surface of the rib. Divide thls distence
by the number of planks vo. have decided to use to obtain the actual
width of each rlark at midship. Try for a maximum width of nine inches.
The planks will become a little wid:r at the stern and sliphtly smaller
at the stem, but the planks should not exceed much over 12" in width.:*-
If they should appear to be too wide increase the number of planks and
divide sgain.

4, Lay ouvt the run of the planking. Use 1/16" squere battens. Pirn the
first betten to the midship freme at t:e turn of the bilge, end let it
follow the naturel sweep of the hull making contact with each frame;
then pin it to every other rib. Now run enother batten between th2
first batten and the keel, and another between the first batten and

+  the under side of the wale. Use at least three battens on a 1/4" secale
model., Now sese if the batteans run fair on the hull. Check from all
sngles, and rearracre them whan necessarv. Duplicate th2 final batten
set up on the other side of the hull, and vou will be eto.t readv to
start plenking. Note: Drill holes in the bettens for the pins to
provent splitting; one of the pins will serve as a drill bit. I also
edd a small touch of glue here and there to hold the pinned bettons
in place. (8ee Fig. 1 )
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6., Keep the planks to a maximum length of sbout 25 fzet as in real shio
construction. Tha adventags in doing so is greet. The sh:rt leneths
can be bent by hand to fit the curva of the hull in most vlaces, ard
since there will bs very little sheer curve the rough width of tkre
plank stoock will be much less than if the ertire length for tke hull
were to be cut out of one piece, .

6. Spacing of-.butt jointss 3 strakes betwesan joints od the sam2 frexe or
rib: 5 feet betweon joints on edjoining strekes; 4 feet betwaen -oirts
with one strake between. }Meke a simple skatch showine the loceticn of
a2ach butt joint. Just draw horizontel 1lirn2s numbersd for each plark,
and nurbsred vartiecal lines for each rib. This mothod wili: make cut-
ting the plarks to the proper length a simple job, and will avoid ary

error. §See Fig. 2)
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Proportional diwidars: Set for tha numb.:r of planks n2:d2d betws:r (

bettens., xamela: If six planks are ne:ded set at six. For the saieond

run set at five, etc.. Doinp it this wey will corr ct anv small error
of width eutomaticallv, Fit tha first viank to t»e under side of the
wale, and cut it to fit the stam rabbet. ark a vartizsel line on the
plank at the carter of each rib. Us: the dividuers to m2asure the width
of the rlank at the center of eech rit; hcldine th2 2ividers with one

. point prassing slirhtly into the plark meking & s—al' dot, Do *his

at each rib, a=d then coanect th2? points or dots with a s*reie*t edre

usine e fine cointsd herd rcencil. Now sand the edra to th2 (inisk line,

8.
9.

10.

11.

and gluve and dowsl the vlank into plece, The rarhoard or botiom strake
ts made in the sar2 manner, I find it =olos to place a s-:c+ion of
planking ageinst the fitted edge of the strake which crovides e firm
resting vlece for the divider voirnt. ™Work from the wal2 down, ard tie
garboard straxe up, and finish out the -larking in ths mlddle. This

{s the easiest nlece to fit tha last strakes as the -lernVs era nz2erl:
all the same width. It will b2 necessary to bavel the rlatks slightl::

"at the curvsd section of the stem and stern to prevent a gap apvearing

between the strekes. This is eesily done with a fine file ard saxdpaper.
(See Fig. 3)

I use a piec: of demp thick paver =ressed over the last srazs for the
final pla*k which whan dry cen be used for a temolate to cut the axaet

shape insurins & gocd fit.

Use sreall pins to holé emonie treatad curved planks in olace till thev
dry out. Be sure the pin holes correspond to the dowel holes to be

drilled later on. |

Steelers are used if the pleank will reduce in width at the stem or
increcse in width at the stern by more than 1/? thz width of the avarage
plank. 2xample: 4 9 inch clank pgreater than 12 inches or l2ss than

5 inches. (See Fig. 4)
Best tip of all. \Get a copy of Undernill's PLAXK CN FR-il: CCESTZUITION
Vol. 1. It will get you started the rignt way!
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